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ips and the contrastin
g fortunes of these regi
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fluenced by the work
of Theda Skocpol on
tions, in the fall of my
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she was teaching on
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"Analytic Approaches
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doctoral students, Jeff
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visor for my senior ho
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nors thesly argued that patrim
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trasting fortunes of "n
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. rule and served as one of the two reader c
nistlC
,
h
.
my the . 3
ta
pleted honors t esis to Juan and informs tor
d
sis. He forwarded
rnY. chotlllwas of course, pleased to know. Being an~
th
- me at Juan had liked it
'
. h h'
wh1C b ut wha
t to do wit
t is good news that aaive
f young student, I was clue-'
\~ss; work. In fact, I might never have met Jua
~~o;s professor at Yale had
hke. n with an astute friend who was a doctoral
stud at! not ~hared this inforrnatio
d knew of my p1ans t o app 1y to doctoral programen m Sociology at H
.h . "
arvard
an work! Don't be an idiot. Get in touch with him
a:d eks~~• J~an L~nz likes
r:;: r of recommendation!" Luckily for me, I did.
as i e will write you a
In the fall of 1989, having just graduated from Har
vard C
h
.
ring
,
I
was
visi
ting
frie
nds
in
Cam
bridge, MA, and knew tho 11telge t el previous
Sp
. h
driving back to my parent s' house mt
wou d soon be
e suburbs of Washingtoa DC
would take me through New Haven, CT. I asked
Houchang fotJ'u ',atrolutehthat
number. I remember nervous1y ca11·i_ng this fam
an s e ep one
ous Yale professo
r to see if he
might be able t~ allow me 10 or mmutes of his
time so that I could stop by his
office to meet him. To my surpns~, he proposed
that I stop by his house in Hamden instead and proceeded to give me driving
directions over the teleph
But there was a glitch: his driving directions wer
e totally incomprehensible .~~~
only thing I managed to grasp was something abo
ut making a turn near a Red
Lobster restaurant! I overcame my embarrassm
ent at this awkward situation
and said that I was very sorry but I was unable to
understand his directions. Fortunately, Juan handed the phone over to a far mor
e effective navigator, his wife,
Rodo, who quickly and clearly explained how to
get there.4
When I arrived, I expected to greet Professor Linz
, chat for 5 or 10 minutes,
and then be quickly on my way. To my surprise,
Juan warmly invited me in and
asked me to sit down in the living room, which
was full of books. He asked how
I had become interested in studying sult
antistic regimes, and I blushed when
I had to admit that I had no personal con
nection to or deep intrinsic interest
in these regimes. Instead I had been drawn to stud
y them mainly by the compelling analytical puzzle posed by their contras
ting fortunes, a puzzle that my
thesis adviser, Jeff Goodwin, had helped me see.
Then Juan began handing me
books published by his former students as well
as copies of recently compl~ted
dissertations. He showed me several volumes that
he had recently co-edited
with Larry Diamond and Seymour Martin Lipset.5
Soon, a heavy, tall, and teeter-
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3. Richard Snyder "A Comparative Analysis
of the Vulnerability of S~ltaniStic:eg i;e;
to Revolution" Senior ~onors Thesis Committee
on Degrees in Social studies, Ma'.c. 198f ·
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d as Richard sny der, "Explaining Trans1t1ons rom
Neopatrimonial Dictatorships," Comparative Politics 4 4
z : O~ly 19~2 1~;i:~d his difficulty giv. 4· I later learned that Juan very rarel
y drove and this part Y P
mg clear driving directions to others.
. . t ds Democracy in Developing
C 5• Larry Diamond.Juan]. Linz, and
Seymour Martm L!pse 'e .,
ountries 3 vols. (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner
Publishers, 1989).
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. 1an and Rocio invitedme
, because t he weather
was me ement and Rocio
that it would be unsafe
worried
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ght, I was invited to sle
that I could come to Juan
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's graduate seminar th
e next morning and mee
of the graduate students
t so so
. I suppose Juan was tryi
ng to "recruit" me to Ya
program, yet he happily
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offered to write me lette
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other programs to which
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I was applying, and
he supported my eventu
to study at Berkeley. Fo
al decision
r a twenty-two year ol
d student, it was both
and humbling to have th
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is great professor take
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home and scholarly sanc
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in the community of stu
and scholars. That wonde
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rful day in Hamden was
a very special moment
career and life: a meetin
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g I expected to last five
minutes turned into a tre
relationship of twenty-f
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our years.
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course,
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the theoreti.ca1approaches an d styles, converged in their share . very i_ ferent
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l was a scholar known for her "st ruet uradl!~anti
sultanistic regimes . Skocpol't'
-vol
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as illustrated by his admiration
transformations were most definitely "made,"
Turner, who provided a detailed
for the work of the Yale historian Henry Ashby
power, zooming in on the very
account of the thirty days before Hitler came to
on Hindenburg's decisions, a
small group of individuals who had an influence
ningful way as representatives
group of people who were not acting in any mea
particularistic, even petty, moof larger social forces, but rather were driven by
regimes that brought together
tives. 9 What was it about the topic of sultanistic
My aim was to try to bridge
senior scholars with such different perspectives?
the title, "Linz Meets Skocpol,"
these two distinct perspectives. I had even used
to Juan's friend, the Berkeley
on an early draft of the paper: when I showed this
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st
title. In the initial ages
the
nge
cha
to
ided
dec
n
soo
I
."'
zilla
God
ets
'Bambi Me

i?

nb. . Structural and Volu
.
The
e:
imor
(Balt
imes
e
g
~n~n
Com
mes:
tic Regi
7. Richard Snyder, "Paths out of Sultanis
1st1
, eds., Sulta~ cfR hg hole volume pubLinz
•
J
Juan
and
habi
Che
H.E.
in
;'
ives
pect
Pers
,
tarist
t ew
a de los reg1menes
d salid
. Press, 1998), pp. 49-Bl • persian translati
" ,on°
Joh ns Hopk'ms Um•vers1ty
e• tas" Araucaria: Revista
published as
lished in 2001. Spanish translation of my chapter
cturales y vo u) ari:8-~4.
sultanicos. Una combinaci6n de perspectivas estru
7
anidades (Spain) 4( ),(200bZ ' pq~~nt work on't' American
Iberoamericana de Filosof{a, Pol£ticay Hum
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· s, P· 11 · skoc
h' "hard" structuralist posi wn. . _
8 Sk ocpol, States and Social Revolutzon
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3 (Reading, MA: Addison
t is
193
politics and political development moved away from
Richa:~~~(
9· Henry Ashby Turner, Hitler's Thirty Days to Power:J~:~:Zo L. Munck and
oo~, s~;more: The Johns Hopkins univ y
:esley, 1996). For Linz 's discussion ofTurner's.~
ics Ba
Per, Passion, Craft, and Method in Comparative Polit
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h
f 'ting my chapter for t e su ltanism volume I explained to Juan th t
o ~rt1of entry for the theo . l framework I hope d to deve lop was my a rny
ret~caes commanded bo
ef
poin
th his and Skocpol's attenfo t
. down why su ltanistic reg1m
tr· to
.
.
h 'd
pdinpite their sharply cont f g theoretical orie
nt
at
io
ns
,
e
sai , approvi ionl ,
ras m e the problem." I
es
t·
w
as
g
w
th
ay
rilled.
to pos
"That's an interes m
ng Y,
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Over the past twenty-five
years, I was fortunate
to have many wonderfu
visits to Hamden to see bo
l
th Juan and Rocio. Rocio
always kept us well supp
with coffee and Spanish
lied
delicacies, olives, queso
manchego, tortilla espafio
pecially remember a sum
la. I esmertime visit in the late
1990s, when Rocio was
in Spain. I arrived to the
away
house in the late morni
ng, and Juan and I spen
hours drinking coffee an
t several
d discussing a paper I w
as writing on electoral
portionment (i.e., a skew
malaped relationship between
the number of citizens
number of elected repres
and the
entatives in electoral di
stricts). 10 Juan's insightfu
ments helped me think ab
l comout this arcane institutio
nal phenomenon in broa
mo~e ~yna_mic terms by
der,
considering both its or
igins and the condition
which it might evolve . La
s u~der
ter,Juan and I continue
d our conversation in th
en, while he prepared ar
e kitchroz negro, a dish he said
he had learned to cook
he was a young bachelor
when
. This is a rice and squi
d dish from Valencia, in
which
10_. David Sa

uels and Richard Snyder,
parative Perspe m
"The Value of a Vote· M
f
··h
alapp ortionment in corn·
c ive," Bntr
s Journal of Polit ical Scien
·
ce 31(4) (O ctobe
r 2001): 651- 671.
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. 'sink is used to turn the rice black. I was so
the squid paring it myself at home, though I told taken with thi .
Juan th t I s dish that
l started pre ial ingredient: Spanish squid en su tinta. Soon
aft: wdas unabl~ to
a cruc
· •
rwar s, I received
1oca te in the mail fromJuan contam
mg several cans of Span
ish h' .
acka
ge
dbo
ard
box
es.
aP e the car
c zp1rones - I
still ha~ ·ft should be set in the context of the barter
network h' h k
1h1s gi
. h' b l d
.h
w ic ept Juan
. pplied with
1s
e
ove
Spams Ducados cigarettes wh·
d1ly su
h
.
d
'
ic were qmt. e
s~e~cult to locate in the Um:e States. When I told Juan
in the early
1990s that
d1!d decided to study Mex1c~ for my doctoral disserta
tion, his eyes lit up: he
I
hat oucados were sold m the Duty Free stores in the
Mexico c·t .
knew t
.
. h b bl
.
.
1 y airport.
tly
aske
d
if
I
mig
t
n
e
a
e
to
brmg him back a carton of Du
Juan ge
.
.
cados. Of
e 1did so dutifully over the years, always brm
ging
seve
ral
cartons of D _
cours '
.
d ·1·
cados back from Mexi~o
an mai mg t hem to Juan. Although Juan would alwau
ys
d me a check to reimburse me for my purchases, I neve
r cashed them. Th'
sen
. ,, h
was truly an "economy of affectio
is
n. W en I mentioned at the Eulogy for Juan
t the Yale University Chapel that I had often wondere
d who else formed part of
~he informal network that kept Juan supplied with Duc
ados, Arturo Valenzuela
and Alfred Stepan both confessed to being fellow conspir
ators in this effort. I am
certain there were others.
As I moved through the process of fieldwork and wri~
ing my dissertation
at Berkeley, Juan was an important source of advice
and intellectual support. I
would have long phone conversations with Juan or rece
ive lengthy letters from
him with his comments on draft chapters. I still have
a long letter_from Juan
_ten single-spaced pages - with comments on an early
version of my dissertation prospectus where I made the claim that "clientel
ism provided the political
stability necessary for development to proceed." In
a gentle and constructive
way,Juan worked to disabuse me of this notion, which
he considered misguided.
In a Schumpeterian vein, he urged me to focus instead
on the crucial, yet often
unpredictable, role that entrepreneurs, not clientelis
t politicians, play in explaining why some countries are more developed than
others. He asked "Why
did Italy produce an entrepreneur like Olivetti whereas
Argentina did not?" At
this stage of my training, I was especially grateful for
Juan's utter lack of interest in matters of academic style: substance and depth
were what mattered. His
strong preference for substance over style and form
made it easier for me to
send rough drafts from the field or long disorganized
papers with. promi~ing
but half-baked ideas. With Juan I did not have to wait
to have a polished piece
of work before seeking comments and guidance. Not
only was Juan unfazed by
the messiness and loose ends of
disorganized work in progres s, he celebrated
the richness that can characte
rize this material and was SUSpicious of work that
was too tidy and elegant.11
1
•
l. My dissertation

.
d
was later published as R1ch
ar Sny der, p0litics after Neoliberalism: Reregulation in Mexico (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, Z0Ol).
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1 1 0 benefitted enormously from Juan's emphasis on the .
a sthic und

erstanding, or verstehen, in the social
of empa
sciences a irnportance
f
,
•c
h
e
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my
fav
orit
e
exa
l
mp
les
o
Jua
O
n
s verste en, which I oftens Wel
lae. n
h as in
1
f
h
d
te
stu
1
den
ts as an examp e o ow to eve op an eye
V{
d
gra
for "telli s are
d
.
1th
h
. 1uaes the failed coup agams
f
'kh
t t e government o M1 ail. Gorbacheng
eta·1
,,
mvo v
v.
1 s,
. .
h h h d
the u.s.s.R. I remember Jua? exp l~m
1991 ·
mg t at . e. a. wa_tched the newin
s
re
o in
he
eve
nts
in the Soviet Umon on telev1s1on m his
about t
hot
el
roo
rn.
P
rts
bamba, Bolivia. He knew that the coup wou ld not succee d because he inobCochalk.
the ba bushkas in the crowds ta mg to t he young troops who had been rnobserved
·i·
a ainst them. Based on this astute 1ong d.
.
- 1stance observation
,
he inferredl tzed
r!ctly, that the soldiers would not fire on
the crowds protesting against the'c~:;
and that, hence, the coup would not suc
ceed.
In 1999, my good friend and colleague
at the University of Illinois at U _
bana-Champaign, Gerardo Munck, and I
began d~scussing doing a collection :f
extended in-depth interviews with the
best semor scholars about the craft of
comparative research. One of our aims
was to capt_ure .the experience of conversing with leading scholars like Juan,
so tha t the1r wisdom about how to do
good research and, more generally, abo
ut the purpose of social science, could
be shared with others, especially gradua
te students. Juan was very supportive
of this idea from the start, and he sent me
a signed copy of a recently published
book by Hans Daalder, Comparative Europe
an Politics, with an autobiographical
essay by Juan, as well as essays by severa
l of the oth er scholars we ended up
including in our book. 12 This gift from Jua
n encouraged us to push ahead with
our project. Juan believed ip the project
and was willing to be the "guinea pig"
by sitting for the first interview, which
I carried ou t at his home in April 2001.
This pilot interview clocked in at more tha
n twelve hours and resulted in a transcript of well over one hundred pages.
Juan further supported the project by
giving me helpful comments on the que
stionnaire we had prepared for the other interviews, and he urged me to includ
e James Scott, one of his favorite Yale
colleagues, in the book.
A few months later I sat down with ou
r second interviewee, Samuel Huntingto~, whose succinct, even curt, verbal
style stood in sharp contrast to Juan's
expansiveness.13 When I told Huntington
tha t the initial interview for the project,_withJu~n, had stretched twelve hours
over two days, he nearly fell out of his
chair, especially because he had instructe
d his secretary to allot jus t 45 minutes
for .the
inte
rvie
wlH
Th
1
•
b
.
e resu tmg ook, Passion, Craft and Metho
Pol1t1cs, ended ·
d in Comparativ. e
up cont · · f'f
•
ammg 1 teen interviews with the lea
·
ding scho1ars m
12. Hans Daalder ed Com
.
Pinter, 1997).
'
·,
paratzve European Politics: The Story of a
Profession (New York:
13. In person, Huntington was
. .
provocative writing styl
surpnsmgly shy, especially com pared
14 I
to his bold and often
e.
. managed to record nearl th
Y ree hours of ma terial wit h Hun ting
ton in two meetings.
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comparative politics in the second half of th
ofJuan's former students, Alfred Stepan and ~~~1::tieth ,century, includin
mo O Donnell in dd' ?two0
Gabriel Almond, Robert Dahl, Barrington M
' a ition t
oore Jr Ph'l'
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1
., 1 1ppe Schm'tt
przewors k1, ren IJP .art,
I er, Ada
h . David Laitin ' Th eda Sk'ocp
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Sc
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others.is T he .boo k'w
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ors of much f h
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ern comparat 1ve po 1 1cs, as ecome a wi'd e1y-used t t · t e "cano n" of mod
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Portions of my interview with Juan were subsequently published in French
and Mexican social science journals, and a beautiful Spanish translation of .
the ';'hole interview was prepared by Juan and Rodo's niece, Infs Toharia and
published as the very last chapter in the seventh, and final, volume of the mo?umental Obras Escogidas, compiled and edited by Jeff Miley and Jose Ramon
Montero." A "pirate" Spanish translation of the interview was pmtluced by

ft

d M th 0din Comparative Politics
· Gerardo L. Munck and Richard Snyder, Passion, Cra , an e
. 1 B, queda de! cono(Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, zoo 7).
obras Eseogida,s,
y/
oemo;ra~,a
. 16· Richard Snyder, ' .Iuan J. Llnz: Regirnenes PoIfti cos, _
5
c,ml iento," in Jose Ramon Montero and Thomas Jeffrey Mile~_e ; 0 0~ y constitucionales,
vo . 7' Historia y sociedad en Espana (Madrid: Centro de Estu ios
15
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political science undergraduates in Peru, and a legitimate Spanish edition of
the whole book is in progress. In 2012, the complete interview 11with Juan wa
also .published in a three-volume Korean translation of the book. Juan's frien~
and co-author, Yogendra Yadav, was visiting Brown Univ~rsity in the Spring of
2013, and at the end of April we drove together from Providence, RI to visit Juan
18
and Rocio for what turned out to be the last time. The accompanying photo of
Rocio andJuan, taken in their living room during that visit, shows Juan holding
the three volumes of the Korean edition (see pa_ge 348); and the illustration of
Juan, holding what is surely a lit Ducado cigarette in his upraised hand, is taken
from that edition. When I explained that the Korean pµblisher had taken poetic
license with the book's title, rendering '~f>~ssion, Craft and Method in Comparative Politics" as "How They Became the Best Political Scientists" (see page 35!),
we all had a good laugh!
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(2006), pp 129-14 1; Gerardo L. Munck and Richard Snyder, "El pasado, presente
polftica comparada: un sirnposio," Polfticay Gobiemo (Mexico) 12(1) (2005), pp. 127-156.
17. Seoul, Korea; Hurnanitas Publishing Co., 2012.
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Multinational Democracies (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2011).

